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In 1521, when he was twenty-three, the Ions war between
Francis I and Charles V began, and Giovanni delle Bande
Nere was now to have a larger field for the display of his
military talents. So far as Italy was concerned this first cam-
paign between the two great antagonists resolved itself into
a struggle for the possession of Milan, \\hich since the battle
of Marignano m 1515 had belonged to France. Pope Leo X
sided with Charles V, and to assist the imperial army in the
campaign in Lombardy against the French commander, l)e
Lautrec, sent a large body of troops of which the Bande X TO
formed an important part. In these operations we find Gio-
vanni holding with his force the line of the Adda to the oa>t of
Milan, and eventually performing a remarkable feat in swim-
ming his entire force across that river in order to make a
rapid advance upon Milan; the result of this was that the city
was taken, to the great delight of the Pope, who, however^
died a week or two afterwards.

During the short pontificate of Adrian VI the war lan-
guished, but in 1523, soon after Clement VII had become
Pope, the French again invaded Lombardy, and during this
and the following year the fighting in northern Italy was
incessant. By the death of Leo X Giovanni delle Bande Nere
(failing his cousin Lorenzino, then six years old) had become
the only legitimate representative of the Medici claims to the
rule of Florence. But Clement VII was scheming in every way
to keep that rule from passing to the younger branch of the
family; and seeing in this successful soldier a dangerous
obstacle to his views, managed to find constant employment
for Giovanni and the Bande Nere, hoping that sooner or later
he would get killed in battle. And Giovanni, caring nothing for
political affairs, and entirely absorbed in his profession, was
only too ready to be kept thus employed.

Meanwhile Giovanni's reputation as a great soldier grew
continually, his renown spreading even as far as England. He
had begun by being looked upon as a uniformly successful
leader of a first-rate body of troops; he was now getting to be